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From the

PASTOR

Dear Elias Family and Friends,
Welcome to the Fall Harvest edition of the Elias Communicator!
Sowing and reaping are some of the most dynamic principles
expressed in the Bible. We are drawn to the idea by the popular
verse from Galatians 6:7-10: “Do not be deceived; God is not
mocked, for you reap whatever you sow. If you sow to your own
flesh, you will reap corruption from the flesh; but if you sow to the
Spirit, you will reap eternal life from the Spirit. So let us not grow
weary in doing what is right, for we will reap at harvest-time, if we
do not give up. So then, whenever we have an opportunity, let us
work for the good of all, and especially for those of the family of

faith.”
The results from sowing and reaping ripple far beyond the agricultural concepts of planting
and harvesting. There are financial gains that we make when we invest in a property or
something of value. Our thoughts and emotions may also become the fertile soil for our seeds,
as it is written in Proverbs 3:2 “From the fruit of his lips a man will enjoy good things, but the
desire of the faithless is violence.” What are you seeding with your lips? Are you seeding what
you’re needing, such as health and prosperity? Or does your soul need weeding . . . of anxiety
and worry? Are you sowing good health by confessing that Jesus restores your youth like the
eagle and causes you to soar? Are you sowing prosperity by proclaiming that He is your
wonderful Shepherd who provides all that you need before you even ask? One thing is for
sure, we absolutely eat of the fruit of our thoughts and words that we speak - good or bad.
Now taking this into a deeper perspective, what are we sowing into other’s lives? For
instance, Proverbs 13:22 says, “A good man leaves an inheritance to his children’s
children, but the sinner’s wealth is passed to the righteous. Obviously, this refers to something
much greater than financial wealth; our true inheritance is the fish (instructive wisdom) we
give to our children, spouse or friends, that lasts a lifetime and beyond, in their continual
spiritual and emotional development. What we are sowing now becomes our eternal legacy.
You may also seed into the life of others by passing on a skill or ideas or principles – Bible
verses are always of the greatest value!
On a broader scale, God commands us to invest our gifts and talents into the kingdom,
serving each other in the holy church. Yes, we give of our money, but also of our time, our
devotion, our faith. Even though there has been recent disruption regarding the ELCA’s
declarations and memorials, it doesn’t change the Lord’s plan that we continue to sow and
reap the harvest for God through our Elias church ministries.
(continued on p. 8)
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Visit with Bishop Gohl
The Reverend Bill Gohl, Bishop of the Delaware-Maryland Synod of the ELCA, will visit Elias to
discuss recent ELCA declarations. He will speak and then take questions. Total time of this
meeting will be 90 minutes or less.
Thanksgiving Service
Emmitsburg Council of Churches Community Thanksgiving
Service at Trinity United Methodist Church. Wednesday,
Nov. 27 at 7 p.m. Bring a box of cereal or any item for the
Food Bank. Thanks be to God – the Lord of the Harvest!
W/ELCA
We will continue to support the Food 4 Kids program. I am currently waiting to see how many
children we will help feed this year. Please put your donations in the jars in the back windows.
Please continue to save Box Tops for Education, used postage stamps, Jubilee receipts, and
Campbell soup labels. Please put them in the back window or give them to me.
Connie Fisher
St. Catherine’s Service
Elias will conduct the ecumenical worship service at St. Catherine’s on Sunday, December 1,
beginning at 2:15. Assistance is always welcome to bring the residents to the service, and to
help them during the service.
Council of Churches
The next Emmitsburg Council of Churches meeting will be held at Elias on Tuesday, November
19, beginning at 7:00 PM.
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Paws to Pray – Elias Prayer Hotline!
Offering serious Prayer for Real people with real needs….and
we know, by Faith, that our Real God hears us and answers
Prayer.
Please join the group, or just listen and pray silently if you
feel shy. Everyone’s welcome.
Dial: 712-451-0767 Access Code: 812928 then
press #
Paws to Pray takes place on the second and fourth
Tuesday of each month, at 7:30 PM.
Oct. 8

Oct. 22

Nov. 12

Nov. 26

Welcome to the Hotline . . . Let us pray!
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From The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
From Luther’s Commentary on Galatians. (Note that the entire Galatians
commentary can be read online! See references below each quote.)
Galatians 6, verse 7. “For whatever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”
These passages are all meant to benefit us ministers. I must say I do not
find much pleasure in explaining these verses. I am made to appear as if I
am speaking for my own benefit. If a minister preaches on money, he is likely
to be accused of covetousness. Still people must be told these things that they may know their
duty over against their pastors. Our Savior says: "Eating and drinking such things as they give;
for the laborer is worthy of his hire." (Luke 10:7.) And Paul says elsewhere: "Do ye not know that
they which minister about holy things live of the things of the temple? and they which wait at
the altar are partakers with the altar? Even so hath the Lord ordained, that they which preach
the gospel should live of the gospel." (I Cor. 9:13, 14.)
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/1549/1549-h/1549-h.htm#link2HCH0006

Galatians 6, verse 8. “For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he
that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap everlasting life.
This simile of sowing and reaping also refers to the proper support of ministers. "He that
soweth to the Spirit," i.e., he that honors the ministers of God is doing a spiritual thing and will
reap everlasting life. "He that soweth to the flesh," i.e., he that has nothing left for the ministers
of God, but only thinks of himself, that person will reap of the flesh corruption, not only in this
life but also in the life to come. The Apostle wants to stir up his readers to be generous to their
pastors.
That the ministers of the Church need support any man with common sense can see. Though
this support is something physical the Apostle does not hesitate to call it sowing to the Spirit.
When people scrape up everything they can lay their hands on and keep everything for
themselves the Apostle calls it a sowing to the flesh. He pronounces those who sow to the Spirit
blessed for this life and the life to come, while those who sow to the flesh are accursed now and
forever.
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/1549/1549-h/1549-h.htm#link2HCH0006

Galatians 6, verse 9. ”And let us not be weary in well doing: for in due season we shall reap, if
we faint not.
(continued on next page)
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Dr. Luther (continued)
The Apostle intends soon to close his Epistle and therefore repeats once more the general
exhortation unto good deeds. He means to say, "Let us do good not only to the ministers of
the Gospel, but to everybody, and let us do it without weariness." It is easy enough to do good
once or twice, but to keep on doing good without getting disgusted with the ingratitude of
those whom we have benefited, that is not so easy. Therefore, the Apostle does not only
admonish us to do good, but to do good untiringly. For our encouragement he adds the
promise: "For in due season we shall reap, if we faint not." "Wait for the harvest and then you
will reap the reward of your sowing to the Spirit. Think of that when you do good and the
ingratitude of men will not stop you from doing good." http://www.gutenberg.org/files/1549/1549h/1549-h.htm#link2HCH0006

Swing Dance Night(s)
Grab your partner and get ready to Swing the
night away! Join us in the Elias dining room
for the 3rd Saturday Swing Dance Date Night
on Saturday, October 19, and Saturday,
November 16, from 7 to 9 PM. This fun,
family-friendly, inter-generational community
outreach event (that will benefit Elias
ministries) is sure to be a hit. Bring your friends and neighbors along and enjoy an evening of
dancing or just sit back and enjoy the music. You are sure to be entertained!
The Leister Quartet performs a sophisticated menu of Swing, Jazz, and Blues standards
mixed with original compositions. Monte Leister fronts the quartet, bringing his decades of
musical experience; Miles and Zion’s prodigy and passion fill out the rhythm section. The
quartet is completed by a myriad of horn players and guest artists whose talent keeps
audiences captivated and coming back for more.
Tickets are $10 for singles and $20 for couples, and may be purchased at the door.
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Let’s Read

By Linda Knox

What’s in the “Library?” More than you thought!
The best way to find a book in our library is to browse, choose, and grab one that appeals to
you. The broader your scope for choosing, the more likely that something will appeal to your
tastes. Just browse over the general titles; your curiosity or your experience will help you
make a selection. Many of our books have short chapters or segments that require a brief
reading with Bible references and simple examples of problems faced by the general Christian
reader. General teaching volumes include: To the Kid in the Pew, 60 Chapel Talks. Eldon
Weishett dedicated his book to his 16 year-old son on his birthday, saying he appreciated the
joy the book has brought into his life. His goal is to use generally well-known examples for the
listeners of very short sermons that carry a message in everyday life. A “Fact-Talk” provides a
valuable, easily-grasped lesson. These are suitable for “kids” of all ages.
For very little children the brevity of teaching time and direct issues send important
messages throughout A Young Child’s Garden of Christian Virtues. Susan Lawrence focuses on
100 good rules for growing with Bible verses, a brief poem, activities and a simple prayer for
each. Every member of the family can participate in bringing small children to responsible
Christian growth.
For special concentration, Ralph G. Turnbill offers 21 Communion Meditations in, At the
Lord’s Table. When we receive Communion our minds can be pulled many directions; how
many values do we gain in concentrating on the meaning of each aspect of the benefits of
receiving the sacrament?
Some biographies contain familiar names and give a feeling for the differences that impact
all our lives. In a different country with the native people we learn of some exceedingly
troublesome circumstances that make it truly difficult to understand actual circumstances. The
books by Corrie Ten Boom (with C.C. Carlson) certainly lift us out of our regular circumstances
into a foreign world. We have heard about it, but can’t imagine living in it. Maybe our modern
lives hold more like circumstances than we really want to contemplate. In My Father’s House,
Corrie recalls the years before The Hiding Place.
It is not often that we find the work of a local author. The amazing story of Specialist 5,
John C. Bennett, has the excitement of the war from the view of a Christian guided by his
strong beliefs. He explains as best he can the problems he has had, with only the usual
treatment methods that often just don’t help. In a sentence late in the book Killed in Action—
Struck by Lighting; A Vietnam Combat Medic’s Story, he summarizes the author’s essential
philosophy that “God is in control of Earth’s future, present and past.” Having been placed in a
body bag and living to tell the story became an incredible adventure of survival.
These are some of the types of books that we offer in Elias’ Library.
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A Few Thoughts to Ponder – From the Jewish Rabbis (wise teachers)
Regarding…Poverty and Riches
“God said: ‘Thou, man, hast four persons of whom he must take care
of: Thy son, thy daughter, thy servant, thy maid. I also have four of
whom I must take care: The Levite, the proselyte, the widow, and the
orphan. If thou aidest mine, I shall aid thine.” P.324, The Talmudic
Anthology,1966.

“Rabbi Phinehas said: ‘God said unto [King] David, ‘My son, though
thou call upon Me many times to arise, I will not arise. But when do I
arise? When thou seest the poor oppressed and the needy sighing,
then will I arise.” P. 325, The Talmudic Anthology,1966.
“It is the way of God to give riches to a man [or woman] so that he/she may assist the needy
and perform the commandments. If a man [or woman] does not act thus and begets pride
through his/her riches, they shall be punished, as it is written: ‘Riches kept by the owner there
of is to their own hurt.” P. 293, The Talmudic Anthology, 1966.
True Wealth
“’The Rabbis have taught us who are to be accounted rich. Rabbi Meir said: ‘He/She who is
satisfied with their lot. Rabbi Akiba said: He/She who has a wife/husband who is becoming in
all their ways. Rabbi Jose’ said: He who is of good health.’” P. 180, The Talmudic Anthology,1966.

Pastor’s Desk (continued)
Elias always has and always will, by God’s grace, serve our member families, guests, local
community and even global ministries. We must remain faithful to scatter the Seed of the
Gospel – both in word and deed, and in due time we will reap the harvest of expanding and
multiplying the Kingdom. That’s what good Gospel seeds do! Let’s look unto Jesus, the Author
and Perfector of our Faith for he is the Lord of the Harvest.
Pastor Jon, and Your Elias Family
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A Thoughtful Writing: by Austin Purdue, from The Single Eye
“Our Lord tells us that life is a matter of the focus of the lenses of the heart and mind on the
right thoughts and actions. Time and again he repeats this point in different ways . . . . And
what we believe in our hearts we must have first concentrated upon with our minds, thoughts,
and imaginations. This is a simple teaching, isn’t it?” Perhaps our difficulty is that it is almost
too simple. We can’t believe that most of the bad fruits that we produce with our lives are the
direct results of the bad seeds we have consciously or unconsciously planted through thoughts
and attitudes. It is difficult for people to see and believe this, for they insist on blaming their
bad fruits on other people’s faults or rotten breaks. Even the most scholarly will often fail to
examine the seeds planted in their hearts to account for the tragedies that happen in their
lives. This is why Jesus warned of the tragedy of spiritual blindness -- John 9:41 “If you
were blind,” Jesus replied, “you would not be guilty of sin. But since you claim you can
see, your guilt remains.”, for there is little hope for the man who refuses to look at his own life
with honesty.” Illuminations of the Synoptic Gospels, Anthology. p.68. Leila Whitney Galbraith. 1989
Prayer: Holy God, I cannot always see my own faults, but by your Holy Spirit, you can reveal
the truth of the good and the bad that is in me. Come by the cleansing blood of Jesus. Wash
me clean in my thinking, my acting, my past. Give me the mind of Christ, that my thoughts
would be pure. Teach me your ways, that I may go forward in peace with the love you have for
all people. Lord hear my prayer in the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Amen

Bad Girls Bible Study
The Bad Girls of the Bible are still at it! There are three more sessions of the current Bible
study series, based on the book A Woman God's Spirit Can Guide, on October 24 and 31, and
November 7. All sessions begin at 11:00 AM in the dining room.
A new Bible study series will begin on Monday, October 7, beginning at 6:00 PM at the
home of Sharon and Roger Adams. The schedule for following meetings will be set at that
time. See Sharon for more details.
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HEAD DEACONS:
October – Roger Adams
November – Deb Zimmerman

WELCOMERS:
Oct. 6 – Linda & Steve Wantz
Oct. 13 – Julia & Sandy Hartle
Oct. 20 – Marta Hillis
Oct. 27 – Bryant Hoffman

ACOLYTES:
Oct. 6 – Bryant Hoffman & Kevin Shank
Oct. 13 – Bryant Hoffman & Dennis Shank
Oct. 20 – Dennis and Gretal Shank
Oct. 27 – Bryant Hoffman & Kevin Shank

Nov. 3 – Linda & Ernie Shriver
Nov. 10 – Linda & Steve Wantz
Nov. 17 – Julia & Sandy Hartle
Nov. 24 – Marta Hillis

Nov. 3 – Bryant Hoffman & Dennis Shank
Nov. 10 – Bryant Hoffman & Kevin Shank
Nov. 17 – Bryant Hoffman & Gretal Shank
Nov. 24 – Bryant Hoffman & Dennis Shank

Dec. 1 – Bryant Hoffman

Dec. 1 – Bryant Hoffman & Kevin Shank

LECTORS:
Oct. 6 – Linda Knox
Oct. 13 – Matt Provance
Oct. 20 – Renata Provance
Oct. 27 – Frank Schmersal

ASSISTING MINISTERS:
Oct. 6 – Frank Schmersal
Oct. 13 – Gretal Shank
Oct. 20 – Frank Schmersal
Oct. 27 – Gretal Shank

Nov. 3 – Dennis Shank
Nov. 10 – Gretal Shank
Nov. 17 – Kevin Shank
Nov. 24 – Linda Shank

Nov. 3 – Frank Schmersal
Nov. 10 – Gretal Shank
Nov. 17 – Frank Schmersal
Nov. 24 – Gretal Shank

Dec. 1 – Michael Shank

Dec. 1 – Frank Schmersal

October Altar Chairpersons: Harriet Buhrmann
& Judy Manahan
November Altar Chairperson: Betty Valentine
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Elias Lutheran Church Stewardship Report
Facts and Figures

Attendance
Total Sunday
attendance through
September 22, 2019

2019
1553

Average Sunday
attendance

43

Total Wednesday
attendance through
September 25, 2019

358

Average Wednesday
attendance

12

Average weekly
attendance

51

.

Pastor’s Schedule
Pastor Jon’s schedule varies according to
emergencies, visitations, and unforeseen
circumstances. The pastor can be reached by the
church phone at 301-447-6239, by cell phone at
240-422-2193, or by email at
jsgreenstone@verizon.net.
Monday: off, unless emergency.
Tuesday: visitations, meetings
Wednesday: 9:30 am service, office 10:30 am 12:30 pm, visitations, evening music and service
rehearsals
Thursday: visitations, church office 2-4 pm
Friday: service/sermon preparation, evening
programs

Elias Communicator

is a bi-monthly newsletter of
Elias Lutheran Church.
Services: Sunday Worship – 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School – 9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Worship – 9:30 a.m.
All are welcome to attend
and share God’s word.
We are located at
100 North Ave.,
Emmitsburg, MD
(301) 447 – 6239
E-mail: eliasluth@gmail.com
Website: www.eliaslutheranchurch.org
Pastor: Rev. Jon R. Greenstone

Deadline for the October/November
issue is Sunday, November 18
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ELIAS LUTHERAN CHURCH IS A PRAYING
CONGREGATION. WE HOLD IN COMMUNAL
PRAYER THE PEOPLE LISTED HERE AND THOSE IN
OUR HOMES, WORKPLACES, AND COMMUNITIES.

Prayers for Healing:
Liz Adams, Paul Andrew, Carrie Boyd, Emily (Lingg) Bromwell, Kathy Crouse, Charles Eyler, John
Eyler, Connie Fisher, Alicia Fogle, Trevor George, John Hemingway, Wayne Hill, Kristy Kittinger,
Joani Kramer, Keagan Krietz, Martin Manahan, Coleson Mortorff, Deana Mortorff, Mike Myers,
Doug Orner, Brian Reed, Amanda Restivo, Sylvia Rosensteel, Bonnie Royer, Patti Shank, Diane
Shockey, Betty Stambaugh, Brenda Stull, Janet Andrew Wallace, Sharon Winfield, and April
Witkowski.
Ongoing Prayer Concerns:
Steve Adams, Nancy Andrew, Charles Bechtol, Mae Bolin, Harriet Buhrman, LeeAnn Delgar,
Kathy Givler, Richard Herring, Rita Hinchey, Aruldass Jesudass, Mary Johnson, Linda Knox, Don
Leatherman, Lois Orndorff, Bonnie Pastorett, Wanda Schuler, Willie Shank, Ruth Slonaker,
Joan Smith, Sandy Stillwell, Betty Valentine, Dottie Wagerman, Ginny (Crum) Welk, Dolores
Wivell, and Virginia Wright.
For those serving in the Military:
Logan Councellor, Jacob Fannin, Nathan Jeffcoat, Noretta Kime,
Lucas Mort, Sean Reaver, Austin Schaeffer, Ashley Shank, Tommy
Shultz, and Jacob Whitney
Prayer shawls are available!
If you know anyone, on this prayer list or not, who would benefit from a prayer shawl, please
see Betty Valentine (301-447-2507).
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October 2019
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY
1
CHURCH
COUNCIL
7:00 pm

WEDNESDAY
2
9:30 am Holy
Communion

THURSDAY
3

6:30 pm –
choir rehearsal

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

4

5

8:00 pm – AA

8:00 pm – AA

11

12

8:00 pm – AA

8:00 pm – AA

18

19

8:00 pm – AA

7:00 pm –
Swing Dance
Nite

8:00 pm AA
6

7

8

9:00 – Sunday School

6:00 pm - new
Bible study
series begins

7:30 pm –
Paws to Pray

10:00 – Holy Communion
Lector: Linda Knox

9
9:30 am Holy
Communion

10

6:30 pm –
choir rehearsal

2:00 – visit with Bishop Gohl

8:00 pm AA
13

14

15

9:00 – Sunday School

10:00 – Holy Communion
Lector: Matt Provance

16
9:30 am Holy
Communion

17

6:30 pm –
choir rehearsal

8:00 pm – AA

8:00 pm AA
20

21

9:00 – Sunday School

22
7:30 pm –
Paws to Pray

10:00 – Holy Communion
Lector: Renata Provance

3
9:30 am Holy
Communion

24

25

26

11:00 am –
Bad Girls of
the Bible

8:00 pm – AA

8:00 pm – AA

6:30 pm –
choir rehearsal
8:00 pm AA
27
9:00 – Sunday School

10:00 – Holy Communion
Lector: Frank Schmersal

28

29

30
9:30 am Holy
Communion

31
11:00 am –
Bad Girls of
the Bible

6:30 pm –
choir rehearsal
8:00 pm AA
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November 2019
SUNDAY

3

MONDAY

4

9:00 – Sunday School

TUESDAY

5
CHURCH
COUNCIL
7:00 pm

10:00 – Holy Communion
Lector: Dennis Shank

WEDNESDAY

6
9:30 am Holy
Communion
6:30 pm –
choir rehearsal

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY

1

2

8:00 pm – AA

8:00 pm – AA

7

8

9

11:00 am –
Bad Girls of
the Bible

8:00 pm – AA

8:00 pm – AA

14

15

16

8:00 pm – AA

7:00 pm –
Swing Dance
Nite

8:00 pm AA
10

11

9:00 – Sunday School

12
7:30 pm –
Paws to Pray

10:00 – Holy Communion
Lector: Gretal Shank

13
9:30 am Holy
Communion
6:30 pm –
choir rehearsal

8:00 pm – AA

8:00 pm AA
17
9:00 – Sunday School

18

19
7:00 pm Council
of Churches at
Elias

10:00 – Holy Communion
Lector: Kevin Shank

20
9:30 am Holy
Communion

21

22

23

8:00 pm – AA

8:00 pm – AA

29

30

6:30 pm –
choir rehearsal
8:00 pm AA
24
9:00 – Sunday School

10:00 – Holy Communion
Lector: Linda Shank

25

26
7:30 pm –
Paws to Pray

27
9:30 am Holy
Communion

28

THANKSGIVING
DAY

8:00 pm AA

Page | 14

CHRISTMAS 2019 POINSETTIA ORDER FORM
It’s time to order our Chancel Poinsettias for this year. They will be in a 6-inch pot. The cost will be
$5.00 each. Please fill out the order form below and give your orders to Polly Kittinger. Orders must be to her
by December 2nd at the very latest!
**PLEASE MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO ELIAS LUTHERAN CHURCH**
IN HONOR OF
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
BY_____________________________________________#Plants____Check____ Cash____ AMT______

IN MEMORY OF
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________
BY______________________________________________ #Plants____Check____ Cash____ AMT______
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SEE YOU AT ELIAS…IN THE MEANTIME, WE ARE UNITED IN CHRIST OUR LORD

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Elias Communicator
P.O. Box 465
Emmitsburg, MD 21727
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